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Annual  Report. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  South  Crosland 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  you  with  my  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Health  and 
conditions  pertaining  thereto  in  your  district  during  the  past  year, 
I  follow  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  their  Memorandum  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

There  must  of  necessity  be  some  recapitulation  of  many  things 
which  have  been  reported  to  you  before,  but  have  not  hitherto  come 
under  the  cognisance  of  the  Local  Government  Board 

Several  Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report  contain  statistics  which 
are  of  value  for  observation  and  consideration. 

The  Physical  Features 

and  general  character  of  the  district  shew  no  change  from  previous 
years.  The  district  lies  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  West- 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  on  the  east  of  the  Pennine  Range,  it  adjoins 
the  County  Borough  of  Huddersfield.  It  has  an  area  of  1811  acres 
and  a  population  at  the  census  of  1911  of  3,124. 

The  ground  is  mainly  agricultural  and  moorland ;  the  contour 
is  uneven,  with  deep  valleys  and  an  elevated  tableland  ;  the  altitude 
varies  from  300  to  850  feet  above  sea  level  at  ordnance  datum.  The 
principal  part  of  the  population  reside  at  575  to  825  feet. 

The  soil  is  generally  of  a  sandy  character,  under  which  is  a 
bed  of  sandstone  rook  known  as  millstone  grit ;  in  the  valleys  there 
is  alluvial  deposit  over  a  stratum  of  clay,  the  soil  and  substratum 
are  retentive  of  moisture.  There  is  an  absence  of  trees  on  the  more 
elevated  parts.  The  climate  is  harsh,  bleak  and  cold  in  winter  and 
spring,  and  strong  prevalent  winds  are  from  N.W.,  N.  and  S.W. 
principally. 

The  population  is,  distributed  in  three  principal  villages  of 
Netherton,  Crosland  and  Armitage  Bridge,  with  small  hamlets  on 
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the  borders  of  the  township  at  Magdale  and  Crosland  Edge,  and 
several  houses  scattered  apart  in  more  or  less  isolated  positions. 

Netherton  is  practically  the  centre  of  the  district,  has  the 
largest  amount  of  population.  It  has  a  newer  class  of  cottage 
houses,  and  has  several  of  a  better  class  of  more  substantial  houses. 

Crosland  village  is  the  oldest  part  of  the  district,  the  bleakest 
and  most  elevated,  and  has  had  no  new  houses  for  30  years. 

Armitage  Bridge  lies  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  district  adjoining 
the  Borough  of  Huddersfield. 

The  inhabitants  find  work  at  the  large  mills  in  the  district,  and 
in  Huddersfield  and  Meltham.  Work  has  been  well  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  and  there  is  no  indication  that  there  is  any¬ 
thing  detrimental  to  health  in  their  employment.  The  chief 
industries  are  the  making  of  better  class  worsted  and  woollen  goods, 
with  some  silk  and  cotton  spinning  at  Meltham,  and  small  farms 
which  supply  milk  to  this  and  surrounding  districts.  There  are 
also  some  quarries  of  good  building  stone,  but  these  seem  to  be 
gradually  getting  worked  up. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  3,124,  and  in  middle 
of  1913  is  estimated  at  3,150.  Advantage  is  taken  of  the  proximity 
of  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary  for  more  serious  surgical  cases. 
Infectious  diseases  are  removed  to  the  Colne  and  Holme  Joint 
Fever  Hospital  at  Meltham,  and  accommodation  for  small  pox  is 
provided  at  the  Moor  Top  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  same  authority. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  water  in  most  of  its  parts  from 
the  Huddersfield  Corporation.  Crosland  village  is  supplied  by  local 
wells  and  streams  from  an  upland  source.  The  supply  through  the 
year  has  been  constant  and  adequate,  the  quality  is  good  and  free 
from  pollution,  but  they  are  at  some  distance  from  the  houses. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  question  of  pollution  is  administered  by  the  West-Riding 
Rivers  Board,  and  the  action  they  have  taken  during  the  last  few 
years  has  produced  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
streams. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  well  sewered  in  all  its  main  parts,  and  there  has 
been  little  addition  during  the  year,  about  368  yards  of  pipes  being 
laid.  The  sewage  is  carried  in  pot  pipe  sewers  to  the  outfall  works 
at  Doddsroyd  outside  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  145  privies  with  covered  middens  and  232  tub  closets, 
124  water  closets  with  three  for  new  houses.  One  privy  closet  has 
been  converted  into  w  c.  and  two  others  have  been  re-built. 

Scavenging. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  district  in  the  removal  of  house  refuse 
and  cleansing  of  closets  is  carried  out  by  your  own  staS  ;  the  house 
refuse  is  removed  to  the  Council’s  Tip  at  Bobbiner  Wood;  closet 
refuse  and  that  from  privies  is  taken  by  farmers  on  to  the  land,  no 
complaints  are  made  as  to  its  inadequate  working. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  65  inspections  have  been  made  of  drains,  cow¬ 
sheds,  schools,  bakehouses,  and  slaughter  houses ;  the  nuisances 
found  have  been  of  the  usual  minor  character,  choked  drains  and 
accumulations  of  refuse. 

Along  with  the  Inspector  I  have  visited  all  the  bakehouses, 
schools,  and  cowsheds  during  the  year;  the  two  former  were  quite 
satisfactory,  and  with  regard  to  the  latter  the  ground  landlord  is 
gradually  putting  them  into  a  better  state  Some  have  been 
re-built  recently  and  others  are  in  progress. 

In  this  district  there  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  offensive 
trades  carried  on  requiring  special  bye-laws. 

Schools. 

The  Schools  have  been  regularly  visited  both  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances ;  the  sanitary 
conditions  are  good.  I  had  to  make  enquiries  as  to  minor  outbreaks 
of  disease:  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Mumps,  but  had  no  occasion 
to  recommend  closure,  as  keeping  scholars  from  infected  houses 
was  sufficient  to  keep  the  diseases  in  check. 
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Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  produced  by  farmers  in  the  district  is  conveyed  direct 
to  the  consumer ;  there  is  one  dairy  not  connected  with  a  farm ; 
the  number  of  cowkeepers  in  the  district  is  31.  No  proceedings 
have  been  taken  under  the  D.C  M.  orders ;  nor  with  regard  to 
Tuberculosis  milk,  the  great  difficulty  we  have  is  to  get  the  milk 
hands  to  understand  that  absolute  cleanliness  is  necessary. 

Three  cases  of  disease  in  cattle  were  reported  on  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspector ;  one  of  suspected  Anthrax,  negative ;  one 
supposed  tuberculosis  udder,  negative ;  and  one  case  of  emaciation 
in  a  tuberculous  cow  found  straying  was  killed  by  the  owner. 

Housing. 

There  have  been  only  three  houses  built  during  the  year ;  a 
better  class  of  house,  none  provided  for  working  classes. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  33  houses  during  the  year.  19 
were  found  in  good  condition  14  required  more  or  less  improvement 
making,  most  of  which  have  been  carried  out  under  Section  15 
(Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act)  without  the  necessity  of  applying 
for  Closing  Order. 

The  change  of  Inspector  during  the  year  has  necessarily  allowed 
some  delay  in  examining  property  ;  the  duty  will  be  proceeded  with 
as  the  year  advances.  There  are  8  empty  houses  in  the  township  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

17  cases  were  reported  under  the  provisions  of  the  Notification 
Act  (1889),  vide  Schedule  II.  Diphtheria,  2 ;  Scarlet  Fever,  5 ; 
Erysipelas,  2 ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  6 ;  other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  2. 

The  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 
treated  at  Balby  Sanatorium.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in 
Magdale  in  March ;  the  boy  attended  a  school  in  Huddersfield ; 
careful  examination  of  the  premises  failed  to  find  any  sanitary 
defect.  The  other  occurred  in  Netherton  in  September;  the  drains 
about  the  house  were  not  quite  satisfactory,  no  other  cause  could 
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be  found.  Of  Scarlet  Fever,  3  cases  occurred  in  February  in 
Netherton  within  five  days  of  one  another.  They  lived  near 
together,  and  one  assumes  they  either  caught  it  from  a  common 
origin  or  one  contracted  the  disease  and  gave  it  to  the  others.  In 
June  a  case  occurred  in  Beaumont  Street  and  was  removed  to 
Hospital.  About  a  week  after  his  return  from  the  Hospital,  another 
case  occurred  at  the  same  house,  evidently  a  “return”  case,  Of 
the  6  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3  have  since  died. 

In  March  and  April  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Measles  at 
Armitage  Bridge;  from  information  received  from  the  Schools,  I 
found  there  were  a  number  of  scholars  absent,  but  it  was  not 
sufficiently  marked  to  warrant  my  asking  for  the  Schools  to  be 
closed. 

In  December  Mumps  was  very  prevalent  in  Netherton  and 
Crosland.  On  visiting  the  Schools  I  again  found  a  number  of 
children  absent  owing  to  the  disorder.  Keeping  infected  children 
away  from  School  was  found  sufficient  without  resorting  to  the 
closure. 

Under  Tuberculosis  one  case  was  removed  to  the  West  Riding 
Sanatorium  at  Balby,  and  since  return  has  been  under  treatment 
at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Huddersfield.  After  a  death  from 
this  complaint  the  house  is  disinfected  and  drains  flushed  as  for 
infectious  diseases,  and  leaflets  distributed  giving  precautions  how 
to  avoid  carrying  the  disease. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  are  no  special  measures  taken  here  in  the  provision  of 
nurses,  nor  is  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  in  force,  but  general 
improvement  in  the  habits  and  knowledge  of  the  people  has  led  to  a 
diminution  in  the  mortality  rate  coincident  with  the  period  in 
which  such  praiseworthy  efforts  have  been  made  to  succour  child 
life.  Four  deaths  occurred  under  one  year,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000 
Births  of  74. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report  are  based  on  the  Census 
population  of  1911;  viz.  3,124.  I  estimate  the  present  population 
at  3,150.  The  Registrar  General  returns  5  deaths  occurring  outside 
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the  district  as  properly  belonging  to  it,  so  that  the  total  number  of 
deaths  is  39.  giving  an  average  rate  per  1,000  of  1216;  altered  by 
the  Registrar  General’s  correcting  factor  to  12  06. 

Table  III.  shows  the  various  diseases  to  which  the  deaths  are 
attributed.  There  are  two  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease,  viz  : — 
Enterits ;  one  in  an  infant  and  one  in  an  old  person.  The 
respiratory  death  rate,  that  is  deaths  from  Pulmonary  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis,  is  1  28  per  1,000 ;  much  lower  than  it  used  to  be 
a  few  years  ago.  The  Phthisis  death  rate  is  -96  per  1,000.  The 
Birth  rate  is  17 '28.  and  is  not  corrected  by  any  additions  or 
removals  by  the  Registrar  General ;  54  births  occurred,  35  males, 
19  females. 


Comparison  of  Rates  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  from  the 
principal  Diseases. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death-rate. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Phth- 
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Death- 

rate. 

Respir¬ 

atory 

Death- 

rate. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1000 
Births. 

Crude. 

Cor¬ 

rected. 

South  Crosland 

.1913 

17-28 

10  8 

12  06 

0-64 

1-2 

1-28 

74 

.1912 

16-3 

13-7 

16-9 

0-96 

1-92 

1-6 

39 

West  Riding 

.1912 

24-4 

•  • 

13-3 

1-0 

0  8 

2-3 

95 

England  &  Wales  1913 

23-9 

13-7 

13-4 

•• 

109 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  SMAILES,  M.D,,  L.S.Sc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Honley, 

February  10th,  1914. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  daring  1913  and  previous  years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  . .  i8ii 

Total  population  at  all  ages  .  3124  1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses .  794  [■  At  Census  of  1911. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house . .  4  j 
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TABLE  II 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Total 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

At  all 
Ages. 

1  and 
under  6. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  45. 

45  and 
under  65. 

66  and  ^ 

upwards. 

Diphtheria  (includ’g 

Membranous  Croup) 

2 

. . 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

. . 

. . 

1 

1 

. . 

5 

2 

3 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis . 

6 

,  , 

1 

. , 

2 

3 

, , 

1# 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  . . . . 

2 

•• 

•• 

1 

1 

•• 

•• 

Totals  . 

17 

2 

6 

1 

4 

4 

•  • 

•• 

Isolation  Hosfitals — Meltham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 
,,  Moor  Top  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

*  Sanatorium — Balby  Sanatorium. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Tear  1913. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  causes 


j  Certified  . . . 
( Uncertified. 


Enteric  Fever . 

Small  Pox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

Influenza . 

Erysipelas  . 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)  . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  . 

Organic  Heart  Disease. . . . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .... 
Other  diseases  of  Respira¬ 
tory  Organs  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

Alcoholism . 

Nephritis  and  Bright's 

Disease  . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par 

turition  . 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth  .... 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide  . . 

Suicide  . 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . , 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un 
known  . 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Tear  1913. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

1  week. 

1 — 2  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

3—6 

months. 

6—9 

months. 

Total  under 

1  year. 

Bronchitis . 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations . 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  . 

1 

•• 

1 

All  causes . 

•• 

•  • 

2 

1 

4 

Nuisance  and  Housing  inspector's  Report 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  reported  11  Nuisances 
10  have  been  abated,  leaving  on  hand  1  at  the  close  of  1913.  Only 
one  preliminary  notice  has  been  served.  The  other  nuisances  and 
defects  have  been  remedied  by  seeing  the  owners  personally. 
Altogether  65  inspections  have  been  made  including  Drain  Inspec¬ 
tions,  Cowsheds,  Schools,  Slaughterhouses,  and  Bakehouses. 

About  368  yards  of  drainage  have  been  laid  in  connections  to 
Main  Sewers,  and  38  yards  have  been  laid  for  surface  water  drainage. 

During  the  year  9  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  cases  of 
infectious  diseases,  and  all  the  drains  adjoining  the  infected  area 
have  been  flushed  with  Corporation  water. 


12 


There  is  a  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Cow¬ 
sheds,  and  small  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  some  of  them,  and 
others  are  being  re-modelled. 

Under  the  Scavenging  Department  955  loads  of  refuse  have 
been  collected  from  the  privies,  ashpits,  and  portable  dust  bins 
throughout  the  district  and  carted  to  the  tip.  260  tank  loads  have 
been  collected  from  the  tub  closets  and  36  tank  loads  from  the 
cesspools,  making  a  total  of  1,251  loads  collected 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 
there  have  been  13  inspections  made.  Some  defects  found  have 
been  remedied,  and  others  are  being  proceeded  with. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HENRY  BOYS,  A.R.S.I., 

Nuisance  and  Housing  Inspector.  . 


